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SUBJECT: FRENCH CONDITIONS POR RENEWAL OF UNIFIL 
REF: A) 21 1412 B) PARIS 24552 

1. SUMMARY: I RAISED WITH MFA SECRETARY GENERAL 
SOUTOU AUGUST 25 US CONCERN ABOUT PRENCH CONDITIONS 
ON THE RENEWAL OP UNIPIL AND MADE THE POINTS IN 
REFTEL A. SOUTOU INDICATED THAT THE PRENCH WERE NOT 
LIKELY TO PULL OUT OP UNIPIL, BUT ADDED THAT CONTINUED 
GOP PARTICIPATION SHOULD NOT BE TAKEN FOR GRANTED BY 
EITHER LEBANON OR ISRAEL. HE SAID A FINAL FRENCH 
DECISION HAD NOT BEEN TAKEN AND PROBABLY WOULD NOT 
BE TAKEN UNTIL THE DISCUSSIONS IN NEW YORK SHORTLY 
BEFORE THE CURRENT MANDATE EXPIRES. HE CONCEDED 
THAT THE PRENCH EXPECTED TO USE THEIR AMBIGUITY IN 
ORDER TO PUT PRESSURE ON LEBANON AND ISRAEL. HE 
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REPEATED (REPTEL B) THAT UNIPIL'S SECOND MANDATE 
SHOULD BE SHORTER AND THAT HE ENVISAGES A REDUCTION 
IN THE FRENCH CONTINGENT EITHER DURING OR ALTER THE 
SECOND MANDATE. END SUMMARY 

2. SOUTOU BEGAN HIS RESPONSE TO MY DEMARCHE BY 
NOTING THAT POREIGN MINISTER GUIRINGAUD HAD RAISED 
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THE UNIFIL ISSUE AT THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS' MEETING 
PRESIDED OVER BY PRESIDENT GISCARD AUGUST 24. SOUTOU 
SAID A DEFINITIVE DECISION ON FRENCH PARTICIPATION 
HAD NOT BEEN MADE, BUT HE LEFT THE STRONG IMPLICATION 
THAT THE FRENCH WILL CONTINUE. HE SAID THAT EARLIER 
THE GOF HAD ENVISAGED OPPOSING RENEWAL OF THE MANDATE. 
HE REFERRED TO FRANCE'S RESPONSIBILITY AS A PERMANENT 
SECURITY COUNCIL MEMBER AND TO THE FACT THAT, IN ITS 
LOGISTICS ROLE, THE FRENCH CONTINGENT IS THE HEART 
OF UNIFIL. HE CAUTIONED, HOWEVER, THAT HE WAS NOT 
SPEAKING IN THE GOVERNMENT'S NAME AND COULD NOT BE 
SURE WHAT THE DEFINITIVE ANSWER WOULD BE. 

3. SOUTOU THEN ELABORATED ON THE MFA'S EXTREME DIS- 
TRUST OF BOTH THE LEBANESE AND ISRAELI STRATEGIES 
REGARDING SOUTHERN LEBANON. HE EXPRESSED THE CON- 
VICTION THAT ISRAEL DOES NOT WANT THE LEBANESE 
TROOPS TO REACH THE SOUTH AND HE SAID THAT HADDAD 
WOULD NOT BE ACTING AS HE HAD WITHOUT ISRAELI APPROVAL. 
UNIFIL, HE CONTINUED, PROVIDES FOR ISRAEL A SECOND 
BUFFER, TOGETHER WITH THE CHRISTIAN FORCES, WHOM 
SOUTOU CONTINUES TO BELIEVE ARE 
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VIRTUALLY CONTROLLED BY ISRAEL. ACCORDING TO SOUTOU, 
THE ISRAELIS BELIEVE THAT, IF UNIFIL WERE REPLACED 
BY LEBANESE EORCES, THE DANGER OE CONFLICT BETWEEN 
THE LEBANESE CHRISTIANS AND THE LEBANESE ARMY WOULD 
GROW. SOUTOU CLAIMED THAT ISRAEL WAS MAKING AN 
"HISTORIC ERROR" IN ITS ALLIANCE WITH THE CHRISTIANS 
IN SOUTHERN LEBANON; IT WAS DIGGING A DITCH BETWEEN 
"ITS CHRISTIANS" AND THE REST OF LEBANON. 

4. AS FOR THE LEBANESE GOVERNMENT, SOUTOU ASSERTED 
THE VIEW THAT IT DOES NOT REALLY WANT ITS CONTINGENT 
TO REACH THE SOUTH AND IN FACT CHOSE ITS LINE OE 
MARCH FOR PRECISELY THAT REASON. IN HIS VIEW, THE 
GOVERNMENT OF LEBANON IS SQUANDERING AN EXCELLENT 
OPPORTUNITY TO ACHIEVE INCREASED AUTHORITY IN THE 
COUNTRY AND TO GET ITS TROOPS SOUTH IN A WAY WHICH 
COULD PROVIDE MAXIMUM PROTECTION EOR THEM THROUGH 
USING UNIEIL FORCES AS A BUFEER. SOUTOU SAID 
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SARKIS COULD GET A SILENT DOMESTIC MAJORITY IN FAVOR 
OF ENDING THE PROBLEMS IN THE SOUTH. HE ADDED THAT 
THE MPA'S TASK WOULD BE SIMPLIPIED IF IT COULD TELL 
GISCARD AND THE PRENCH MILITARY THAT THAT PROCESS 
HAD BEGUN. SOUTOU COMPLAINED THAT THE LEBANESE 
ALWAYS COUNT ON OTHERS TO DO THEIR WORK EOR THEM; 
NOW THEY ARE COUNTING ON THE PRENCH CONTINGENT. 

5. IN RESPONSE TO MY QUESTION SOUTOU ACKNOWLEDGED 
THAT THE FRENCH AMBIGUITY IN REACHING (OR AT LEAST RE- 
VEALING) THEIR DECISIONS RE UNIFIL WAS MOTIVATED BY A 
DESIRE TO PUT MAXIMUM PRESSURE ON BOTH LEBANON AND 
ISRAEL EOR THE PURPOSE OP CONVINCING BOTH GOVERNMENTS 
THAT THEY COULD NOT COUNT ON THE PRENCH CONTINGENT. 

IN SUM, I HAVE THE PEELING THAT SOUTOU WAS REASSURING 
US THAT THE FRENCH UNDERSTOOD THE IMPORTANCE OF 
THEIR ROLE IN UNIFIL AND WERE NOT DISPOSED TO PULL 

OUT. BUT AT THE SAME TIME HE WAS SIGNALLING THAT THEIR 
PINAL DECISION ON THE LENGTH OF THE SECOND MANDATE - 
PERHAPS EVEN ON THEIR CONTINUED PARTICIPATION - 
WOULD DEPEND TO SOME DEGREE ON GREATER ISRAELI AND 
LEBANESE MODERATION AND THAT HE WANTED TO MAKE SURE 
THAT THE LEBANESE AND ISRAELI GOVERNMENTS GET THE 
MESSAGE. HARTMAN 
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